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Innovation in ‘the pink city’
Program overview

Learning Outcomes 

Hosted by Toulouse’s school 
of management IAE you will 
gain exclusive access to 
innovative businesses in the 
heart of ‘la ville rose’ and 
have the opportunity to be 
part of private seminars 
presented by our renowned 
management lecturers on the 
theme of innovation. 

This program is designed to 
give you in depth knowledge 
around the topic of business 
innovation and a practical 
perspective of innovation 
culture in a rapidly developing 
city.

What will you do?

Every morning we have 
organised lectures given by 
Professors around the theme 
of innovation .

Every afternoon we will take 
you to see and experience 
innovative companies, 
projects in Toulouse. To 
experience first-hand, and 
immerse yourself in other 
cultures and other ways of 
working.

Evenings will either be free or 
organised by IAE’s Student 
Union, an opportunity for 
interaction between Ku 
Leuven students and our 
students.

The support team

You will be guided during the 
journey by our team from the 
International Relations. 

They will make sure every 
opportunity for learning 
during the Study Tour will be 
used.

In between sessions and 
visits they will help discuss 
and connect the dots. This 
way no stone will be left 
unturned.

STUDY VISIT KU LEUVEN

The topic of 
innovation in business 
is at the forefront of 
creative business 
culture. Experience 
an international 
perspective of 
business innovation 
by visiting some of 
Toulouse’s most well-
known and up-and 
coming start-up 
businesses, whilst 
discovering the 
beautiful ‘pink city’ 
and immersing 
yourself in ‘la culture 
française’!
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DAY 0 : Sunday 19th of March

Arrival
Settling in to Toulouse – Student’s accommodation available in the heart of the city, free 
evening to explore the city.

DAY 1 : Monday 20th of March

Morning, 9:30 am – 12:30 pm
Lecture with Associate Professor Cyrielle VELLERA 
“User Innovation – User co-creation”

Lunch, 12:30 pm – 1:30 pm
After the lecture we will take the metro to the Fab Lab of Toulouse 
and we either will have lunch there in the cafeteria of their 
coworking space or around IAE Toulouse School of management. 

Afternoon, 2 pm – 6 pm

Company Visit: Artilect Fab Lab Toulouse

Created in 2009, Artilect FabLab Toulouse is the first French FabLab officially recognized by the 
global network founded by MIT.Artilect FabLab today relies on more than 1 000 members, on its 
international reputation and a large network of partners (start-ups, industrial companies, actors of 
public research , institutional partners). 

Since October 2013 and thanks to the support of Toulouse Metropolis, Artilect benefits from 
exceptional premises of 750m2, ideally located in the center of the city. These premises offer a very 
significant potential for development, particularly with the multi- adaptable halle of 3000m2 
connected to the main building. www.artilect.fr

 We will meet in front of the Donjon at 4 pm for a guided tour of the pink city : Toulouse : discover the 
architecture and main monuments of the city. The tour is planned until 6 pm. 

Evening
Free evening.

http://www.artilect.fr
http://www.artilect.fr
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DAY 2 : Tuesday 21th of March

Morning, 9:30 am – 12:30 pm

Lecture with Professor Catherine CASAMATTA
“Financing Innovation”

Lunch, 12:30 pm – 1:30 pm 
Free lunch

Evening

Opposite the road from the last company there is Arnaud’s bar «l’Autruche» this Made in Toulouse micro-
brewery will surely please Belgian beer lovers and is only a metro stop away from your accommodation. 

A part from this suggestion the evening is free. 

Afternoon, 2 pm – 5 pm

Dedicated to  the visit of two different 
private coworking spaces all set in the 
same neighborhood. It will give us the 
opportunity to see the different approaches 
to participative innovation. 

We head to the St Aubin neighborhood for 
our first company visit: Ekito. 

This human sized coworking space is the 
oldest in Toulouse. The aim here is to helps 
industry leaders & startups to improve, 
design better and accelerate their tech 
projects & product. Where technology 
experts and startup facilitators have time to 
invest in experiments, share & contribute 
knowledge in a fair organisation & 
ecosystem. 

Nearby is the recentely created Oïkosystème 
www.oykosystem.com 

Raphaël Levy will be waiting for us at 3:30 pm 
and explain how his company aims at setting up 
a virtuous circle based on sharing of the 
economy and use. The Oïkosystème consists of 
Lab'Oïkos (housing the Oïkos Café), the Oïkos 
Foundation and Oïkos Finance. Finance aims to 
support innovative companies both in their 
operation, their purpose and their structure.

The visit of the space will be followed by an 
encounter with Thierry Merquiol who will present 
his very innovative company : «Wiseed»

http://www.oykosystem.com
http://www.oykosystem.com
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DAY 3 : Wednesday 22nd of March

Walking day, so make sure to wear comfortable 
shoes...

Morning , 9:30 am – 12:30 pm
Lecture with Professor Sébastien POUGET
Lecture theme : "Corporate Governance and 
Social Responsibility”

Lunch, 12:30 pm – 1:30 pm 
Free lunch 

At 3:30 pm we are having a presentation «La 
Mélée» spaces specialized in the digital fields, and 
of la Cantine at the «Quai des savoir» a newly 
opened extension of the company located in 
beautiful typical Toulouse buildings very nearby to 
the natural history museum... 

We’ll leave to la Cantine at 4 pm where will visit the 
place, get a presentation of the starter and have 
the friendly Matias explain everything to us. We’ll 
also have the testimony of two company starters. 

Evening : Free evening, please look at our list of suggestions at the end of the program and have some 
rest ! 

Afternoon, 2 pm – 5 pm

This afternoon will be dedicated to the visit of the EDF 
Bazacle, a 10 min walk from IAE. A place of technical 
discoveries, of flowing poetry and artistic events, the EDF 
Bazacle Complex is among the cultural spaces not to be 
missed in Toulouse.

Situated in the centre of the city along the Garonne, the 
Bazacle offers the public diverse experiences: a museum 
itinerary, a large terrace overhanding the Garonne, temporary 
exhibitions – some with the support of the EDF Foundation, 
a photo gallery, a  fish pass, you will enjoy a guided tours of 
the active hydroelectric plant.

http://fondation.edf.com/accueil-1.html
http://fondation.edf.com/accueil-1.html
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DAY 4 : Thursday 23th of March

Morning , 9:30 am – 12:30 pm
Lecture with Professor Mario FORMICA
Lecture theme : "Innovation and aerospace 
industry”

Lunch, 12:30 pm – 1:30 pm 
Free lunch

Afternoon, 2 pm – 5 pm

Company Visit: Aeroscopia, the aviation 
museum followed with Let’s Visit Airbus 
(Manatour)

In the Midi-Pyrénées region, nearly 
80,000 people make a living from the 
aviation industry, the driving force behind 
the region’s economy: manufacturers, 
sub-contractors, suppliers, design 
offices, service providers... 

This is why when you are in Toulouse the 
visit of Airbus and it’s museum is a must-
see.

To end this afternoon we are invited at 
5 pm for a cocktail by Monsieur le 
Consul himself at the Consulat de 
Belgique inToulouse. Mr Romain 
Cujives will give us a presentation of 
the commercial and cultural links 
between Belgium and Toulouse.

Evening 

Free evening, please look at our list of 
suggestions at the end of the 
program.
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DAY 5: Friday 24th of March

Morning , 9:30 am – 12:30 pm
Lecture with Associate Professor Jamal Eddine AZZAM
Lecture theme: "Licensing strategies for (open) innovation 
and corporate growth"

Lunch, 12:30 pm – 1:30 pm 
Free lunch : why not try «La Fabrique» just next to Toulouse 
School of Management ?

Then we will take the bus at 1:30 in front of IAE. 

Afternoon, 2 pm – 6 pm

Company Visit: IOT Valley. You will have guessed it it 
is our local «Silicon Valley». Created by four 
entrepreneurs Today it is Europe's reference business 
ecosystem specialised in connected objects. 
Concentrated on innovative companies, the 
association has more than 40 startups and an 
acceleration program: LeConnected.Camp. It is 
almost entirely financed with private funds through 
partnerships with major groups such as SNCF, and 
industry leaders like Microsoft, Intel, Samsung etc... 

Each year it brings together over 350 members in 
10,000 m2. By promoting the exchange and pooling 
of resources and skills, and boosting sharing among 
its member companies, it multiplies their chances of 
creating tomorrow's success stories. 

They have started the construction of a 10-hectare 
campus which is entirely dedicated to connected 
objects. Their objective is to accommodate more than 
250 startups at the end of 2018 ! 

Evening 

Let’s all meet in the DaDa one of the most 
original wine bars in Toulouse, along with 
IAE’s student Union we have organised a 
farewell evening for you to exchange and 
share your thoughts about your stay in 
Toulouse around local food and drinks.
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Please note that the program is subject to change according to your flight bookings and the 
number of participants.

 - 20 students minimum

 - A detailed program including routes and syllabi will be communicated to participants. 

Suggestions : According to your time of arrival and departure. 

Markets 
Toulouse has wonderful markets to visit on Saturdays and Sundays. The most famous ones 
being “Victor Hugo Market” and “Les Carmes Market”. 

Restaurants 
Toulouse is famous for it’s gastronomy. The range of restaurants is endless but here is a little 
selection for you : “Chez Emile” Place St Georges, “Le Solilesse” Rue Cujas, “Le Philibert” 
Place St Etienne, “L’alimentation Générale”, “La Réserve” Rue Jean Suau,... 

CONTACT INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
OFFICE

IAE TOULOUSE
SCHOOL OF MANAGEMENT
UNIVERSITÉ TOULOUSE CAPITOLE

karine.michelet@iae-toulouse.fr
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DAY 6 : Saturday 20th of March

Departure : from your accommodation to the airport.

mailto:karine.michelet@iae-toulouse.fr
mailto:karine.michelet@iae-toulouse.fr

